
 

Trapper’s Code of Ethics 

A Trapper’s Responsibility 
 

1. Respect the other trapper's "grounds" – particularly brushed, maintained traplines with a 
history of use. 

 
2. Check traps regularly. 

 
3. Promote trapping methods that will reduce the possibility of catching non-target animals. 

 
4. Obtain landowners' permission before trapping on private property. 

 
5. Know and use proper releasing and killing methods. 

 
6. Develop set location methods to prevent losses. 

 
7. Trap in the most humane way possible. 

 
8. Dispose of animal carcasses properly. 

 
9. Concentrate trapping in areas where animals are over-abundant for the supporting habitat. 

 
10. Promptly report the presence of diseased animals to wildlife authorities. 

 
11. Assist landowners who are having problems with predators and other furbearers that have 

become a nuisance. 
 

12. Support and help train new trappers in trapping ethics, methods and means, conservation, fur 
handling and marketing. 
 

13. Obey all trapping regulations, and support strict enforcement by reporting violations. 
 

14. Support and promote sound furbearer management. 

The Code of Ethics is reprinted from the Alaska Trappers Manual. The manual was created in a joint 
effort by the Alaska Trappers Association and the Alaska Department of Fish and Game.  

http://www.alaskatrappers.org/code_of_ethics.html
http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=trapping.main
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